say it with paving stones

oh,

say it with paving stones!

The last fifty years has witnessed a tragic
amnd paradoxical cultural shift: from the Old
— the emergence of a powerful movemend
encompassing the vastness of culiural,
poditical and social innovation — to the
Mew — a digression 1o the very base of a
conservative conformity the old attempted
o diestroy.

What we perceive today as Culiure, and the
way we respond to this & individuals, has
changed dramatically since the 19605, What
was once an emergiee Culiure a powerful
collective response 1o archaic and
appressive institutions. has today become a
serics of bathetic products void of meaning,
which represent nothing b the expression
of capitalism®s drive for profit,

Lltimately there is perhaps a plethora of
reasons For this deterioration of modem
culiure, but the one that resonates mast
tragically with me is the depamure of
radicalism froan e youth scene. At the
beginning of the 60 young people, and
mione importantly students, made up the
catalyst of social, culnmal, and poditical
innowation, and they did 5o, emerging as the
new gencration; bursting oul of the 19505
aml ils post-wags apacalyptic nightmare. The
youth of the sixties, sick and tived of the
patriarchal, preconceived morality sspoused
by their parents, realised instead that they
truly did have a world fo win — youth,
students, Kids, broke out of their Christian
ways, and began forging a vision of a mew
winrlid; often with violenec, but usually with
mivsie, an, drugs and love, The Viemam war
ganve yommg people the basis for opposition
1o the “establishiment”, and froa it zn
ceression of moverments which challerged
every core valwe and cultural appreciation in
wesherm socicty: the way we listencd 1o
miusic, wisde books, lnd sex, and organised
OaIF Lime.

The most prominent avoments of this
culral radicalism come at events like
Wondstock, which exemplified the
collectivie belicl that culiure represented
sofmethimg new. The hippic socw in San
Fromcisco and the crcatron of thousands of
communes {an expression of all these
differemt political and philosephical idcas)
were @ conwvergenos bebween youth amd
radicalism.

Fior e, as an anarchisi, the most profound

example of the culmination of this
raclicalisem were the 198 Pars nots, in
which students ® the Sorhonne, angerad al
thi closure of the Manterme Ulniversity
comvened o oreanise & series of sirikes. This
amall action of solidarity between stmlents
-:|_1|.||:I|:|I1_.l hecame 3 national evend of len
mulhion stnkmg workers; battles in the
strects, between the police and the students,
typificd the defiance of vouth globally.
S that miomenl, iz CMergence al a
.!..-r:'r';'i_l. aaf e l.ll':l'\...':'l'i.'i'llq'., ahsered h}'
[ebord, has become our perceved reality; a
world of objpects talang form as the
definitive concept governing our world. The
experimental innovations of the 605 have
fabed, pnel CoRsELUeTil |:,' culiere mow refuses
{2 reate anything new, pushing to the
peniphenies any sense of radical expression
Cultwral industries no longer feel i
benclicial wo endorse anvthing that appenrs
1ok exlreme, :n,:]:,.'i g on @ formalas that
cmbroces tnteness a5 a cultuml remedy.
Cultuwre was radical wihen vouth was radical;
o, i the age of the Playsiation, culture
represents nothing mere than our desires 1o
be momentarily enertained.

OF course it's nod all doom and gloom.,
Stuscdent aod rodical e movements d sl
cxisl, and youth will always be ultimately
revidutionary, The problem, 1 ihink, is our
disillusionment in what defines us, and wht
betier defines us than the culiure wo which
wee connect ourselves? Youth needs 1o
understand it has the ability 10 innovate
again: to challenge the world by wresting
coritnol from the inte peddiers of evervihing
wie Jove about our lives: music, lterature,
film, arl and time. *Let ws create!” shoubd be
S T,

The latter hal§of the twenticth century sam
an explosion of radical hope burst into the
very cone il 0 generition, and ot 15 wlmll'rc
concelvable that this will, at some poant
happen again. Inoany case, and until that
timse w com all apree that the 19608 wnd
197 were a \Fu.:r_'i:||. fomenl: an wlinmate
spectacle that, regardless of its fatlures, gave
us an understonding and perhaps even a
confidence, hidden as it may seem, to really
understand our radical positbon in a society
and |1'i~\.l.-|1r': natent on |l|,:hln1:.'m}_: thie Very

essenee of our cretivity,




flores magon

ore than a decade ago, drawing
on the imporam writings of
David Poole on the pnarchist

tendencies within the Mexican Revoltion
(13, 1 wrote an article on the ife and
anarchist philosophy of Ricardo Flores
Soeon (2). 18 was an attemipl o keep alive
thie memory of an imperant revolutionary
anarchist, at o time when eco-primitivism
and so-cillisl poststructuralist anarchism
{nkn Mictzschean Marxism ) were beginning
o take eentre stage in anarchist circles. For
Flores Magdn, abong with his brother
Enrigue and Librade Rivera, was an
imporiant figure within the Mexican Liberal
Party, and his writings and activities had o
crucial impact on the course of the Mexican
Revalution.

[ the boakshops mow is a splendid
collection of Ricardo Flores Magdn's
writings {3}, mostly compibed from the
penndical Regeneracion. This periodical
first appeaned im 1900 a5 a law joarmal b
lmter became a radical newspaper, openly
espousing anarcho-communism, that is,
revodutionary class struggle anarchizm,
Edited by Chaz Bufe and Mitchell Verter,
“Dircams of Freedom™ is ollered as a
“Ricands Flores Magon Reader”, and
prowides for English-speaking radicals, nol
only a comprehensive collection of Floses
Magin's articles, which appeared in
Regeneracidn between 1900 and [218, but
also documents the various proclamations
amnd manifestoes of the Mexican Liberal
Pasty. B unlike many Readers this
anthelogy is blessed by an excellent and
informative inttodwetion o the historical
background in Mexico, and 1o the life and
siruggles of Flores Magdn, This
introduction, writlen by Verter, takes up
oMme L"iFl'Il'rn' pages; il 14 thus substantive. i
i5 also well-researched, engaging, and at
timecs illuminating. The Reader nlso has a
useful chronology of events relating to
Sexican history and Flores Magdn's own
biography, as well oz an exoclicnt and
womprehensive bibliography.

A century later we may perhaps debate the
validity and appropriatencss of armed
struggles against political tyranny and
economic oppression. Even so, no one
resding Flores Magdn's forceful and ofien
poetic writings can be other than inspired
and moved by his passion for social justice,
his revelutionary struggles for a betler
wu,rrl-l.l. fn:i.: |.1f L}-'r.l.n.'n.:.' .u'u.l. c:-;p|n:il'.||li|1r.|. und
by his lucid vision of anarchy, How
different from the obscurantist mussings of
the postsirscturalists, these academic
mndsiring wihio hm'mqqm'.prl:lll:dl. iy ol
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flores magon

and

the

anarchist vision of freedom

By Brian Morris

the ideas of an carlier generation of
anarchisis, with litle or nao
acknowledgement, whilst dismiszing them
in ¢litist fnshion as naive romantics, Unlike
these poststructuralists, Flores Magdn was
concemed with the progress of humanity,
with the imporiance of truth, and with the
transformation of those “three beatifil
wanrds” (s Flores Magon descrrbes thami)
namely, hberty, equality and fmlemiry

into sogial instiutions whengin the free
association of human beings and human
soladarity would be possable and
sustpinable,

Influenced by Bakumin, Kropotkin and
Malatesta, Flores Magdn wos an “apostle of
anarchesm™ whio tasght thad economic
misery and degrodation was not something
“notural™ but produced by “the thievery of
the rich, the manipulation of religion, and
governmend repression - a5 Verer
suceinetly puts il Indeed, Flores Magon
spent his life fighting agamst all forms of
oppresseon, challengmg what he descnbes
a5 that *dark rinity” — capital, suthority
{government) and the clergy. Harassed all
his lite, Flores Magan died in Leavenworth

Penifentiary in Kansas in Movember, 1922,

It was alleged that he died of o heart attack,
but according to Librado Rivera, he had
been murdered by the prison authorities. He
wis but forty eight vears old. It was a life
dedicated 1o the anmrchist ciise, The
wrilings of Flores Magon are not only 2
source of inspirntion For the 1w editors of
this commendahle “Reader™ but for all
Ihertarian socialists and ananchists, The
publhishers, Ak Press, are (o be
congratulated for supporting this project.
“Lamwd v Liberty™ 15 still a rallying <ry for
many people in Mexicn,

{. AT PUOENLE Landd and Liberiy:
Arrehist faflivences i the Mextoan
Revoliion Sandy: Clenfegos Press 1977,
2 BRIAN MORRIE Flores Magon and the
Mexical Liberal Party, Anarchy 1994 in
“Ecology and Anarchizm™ Malvern.
Images 1% ppl62-1 70,

I CHAL BUFE and MITCHELL VERTER
s} Dveams of Freedom: 4 Rivando
Flowes Magdn Reader Edinburgh; AKX Press
2005, £F 200
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albert camus and the anarchists

Organise! looks at the life and work of the great existentialist writer Albert Camus.

Bomi in French Algeria into & poor family
in 1913, Camus lost his father in the Battle
of the Mame in 1916, He was raised by his
mother, who worked as a charlady and was
illiterate. Winning a scholarship, Comus
eventually began a caneer as a journalist,
Az o vouth, he was a keen foothaller as
well as being & member of o theatrical
Iroupe.

From his time as 4 goalkecper, Albert
Cumus always had a team spinit. He had a
generous, if sensitive nature, and always
sought the maxinwm unity, seeking to
avold or bypass rancour. Many intellectuals
writing about Camus have obscured his
suppart of anarchism. He was always there
1o support af the most difficult moments of
the amarchist mosvement. even if e fell he
could nod totally commit himself o tha
MoveTnEent.

Comus himselfl never made 8 secret of his
attraction towards anarchism. Anarchist
ideas sccur i his plays and novels, as for
example, Lo Peste, IEtar de sidge or Les
Juste. He had known the anarchist Caston
Leval, who had written about the Spamish
revolution, since 1945, Camos had first
expressed admiration for revolutionany
synchcalists and anarchists, conscientious
ohjectors amnd all manner of rebels as carly
as 1938 whilst working as a journalist on
the paper L"Alger Kepablicaine, according
i his friend Pascal Pia.

The anarchist Andre Prudhommenoy first
introxheced him at a meeting in 1948 of the
Cercle des Etudiants Anarchistes
{Anarchist Studemt Circle) as a sympathiser
who was familiar with anarchist thought.
Camus also supported the Groupes de
Limisom Intermationale which sought o give
aid to opponents of fascism and Stalinism,
and which refused to take the side of
American capitalism. These groups had
been set up in 1949748, and infended to
give material support (o victims of
authoritarian regimes as well as
exchanging information. Supporiers
included the Bussian anarchist Micolas
Lazarevitch, exiled in France, as well as
many supporters of the revolutionary
syndhicalist paper La rdvoliion
Proletarienne. Camus remained a friend

and fimancial supporter of RP until his
death.

Albent Camins’s book L'Homme Révaolte
{translated into English as The Bebel),
published in 1951, marked a clear break
between him and the Commumist Party lefi
It was met with hostility by those who were
members of The Communist Pany or were
fellow travellers. lts message was
understoad by anarchists and revalutionary
syndicilists in France and Pain, however,
for it openly mentions revolutionory
syndicilism and anarchism and makes a
clear distinction bebween authoritarian amd
lihertarian socialism. The maoin theme s
hvw o hiave 8 revolution without the use of
terror and the emiplovment of "“Cresarnst”
methods. S0 Camus deals with Bakunin
and Mechsev among others. “The
Commune against the State, concrete
sockety against absolwist society, libeny
against rational nranny, altruistic
inchvidualism finally agaimst the
colonisation of the masses. "

He ends with a call for the resurrection of
anarchism. Authoritarian thoughi, thanks to
three wars amdd the physical destruction of
an elite of rebels, had submerged this
liberiarian tradition. Bul it was a poor
victory, and a provisional one, and the
strugele still continues.

Craston Leval responded ina senes of
articles to the book. His tone was friendly,
and he avoided harsh polemic, but he
brought Camus 1o book on whol he
regarded as a caricature of Bakunin, Camuas
replied in the pages of Le Libertaire, the
paper of the Fédération Anarchiste
{circulation of this paper was running at
[0, () o ek in this period ). He
protested that he had acted in good faith,
and would make a cormection in one of the
passages criticised by Leval in futume
aditions,

The general secretary of the Fédération
Amarchiste, Georges Fontenis, also
reviewed Camus's book in Le Libertaine.
To the title question 15 the revaolt of
Camas the same as ours™, Fontenis replied
that it was. However he faulted him for mot
giving due space o the revolulions in the
Lkraine and 5pain, and for poriraying

Bakunin as & hardened Mihilist and not
giving credit to his specific anarchist
pesitions. He ended by admitting that the
harok comtained some admirable pages. A
review by Jean Vita the following week in
Le Libertaire was warmer and mong
psitive.

These measured criticisms from the
anarehists wene in contrast to those from
the fellow travellers of the Commumist
Party, like Sartre and the group around the
magazine Les Ternps Modeme. This
marked the beginning of Camus"s baeak
with that other greal exponent of
existentialism. The criticisms of this growp
were savage, in particular that of Francis
Jepnsom. Camus replied that Jeanson®s
review was orthodos Marxist, and that he
had passed over all references to anarchism
and syndicalism. "The First Intermational,
the Bakunimist movement, stll living
among the masses of the Spanish and
French CMT, are ignored”, wrote Camus.
For his pains, Camus was
“excommunicated” by Jeanson from the
ranks of the existentialists. These methods
disheartened Camus. He also received stem
criticism from the Surrcalists for the artistic
conceptions within the book. [t looked like
the anarchist movement were Camus’s best
SUPPOTLETS.

Camus marked this break in other ways
ton, Hie had mmde a pledge to himself o
keep away from intellectuals swho were
ready 1o back Stalinism. This did not stop
him from whaleheartedly committing
himselt o canses he thought just and
worthwhile. In Spain a groap of axarchist
workers hod been sentenced (o death by
Franco. In Paris a mesting was called by
ihe Leapue for the Rights of Man on
February X2nd 1952, Camus agreed 1o
speak al this. He thought it would be useful
if the leader of the Surrealists, Amdné
Bireton, should appear on the posdium. This
wis in spite of the attack that Breton had
written in the magacine Ars, over Camus's
criticisms of the poet Lautreamont,
admiired by the Surrealists as one of their
precursers. Camus met with the organisers
of the event, Fernando Gomez Peliez of
ihe paper Solidandad C¥rera, organ of the



albert camus

Spunish snarcho-syndicalist umion the
CMT, and José Ester Hormis, seoretary of
the Spanish pehitical prisoners” federation
FEDIF, asking them 1o approach Breton
without telling him that Comus had
suggested it, Breton agreed 1o speak at the
mecting ¢ven though Camus would be
present, Gomez then told Breton that
Cumus hod suggested he speak in the firs)
plece, which moved Breton o tears. Later
Comus told the Spamsh anarchists that
because he hod not replied to Breton's
anger in kind that a neor-reconciliation was
possible. Camus and Breton shared the
podium and were even seen chatting (for
Breton and the Surrealists Imks 1o the
anorchist movement see Organise! no.44 )
Coamus took a pesition of the commitied
mtellegtual, sigming petitions and writing
tor Le Liberiaire, La revolution
Prodetanienne amd Solidaridad Obrera, He
alse became part of the editorial beard of o
little Libertarian review, Témmsing 1956,

getting to know its editor, Robert Proix, a
prooiresder by trode. Camus, via Proix,
met up with Gievanna Bemen (CalefTi) the
companion of the gified lalian anarchist
Camillo Bemen, who had been murdened
by the Stalinists in Spain in 1937, Camus
also met Rirette Maitrgjean, who had been
the erstwhile companion of Victor Serge,
and hod been involved in the Bonnot Gang
affair and trial. Rirctte had been working as
a proofreader for the paper Paris-Soir for a
long time, Comus also became o friend of
the annrchast veteron Mounee Joyeux, who
wais [nter to remark that of all
contemporary literary works The Rebel
wiis the book that most closely defined the
aspirations of the students and workers in
May 968,

Again in 1954 Camus came 10 the aid of
the annrchists, Mourice Laisand,
propagands secretary of the Forees Libres
de la Puix (Free Forces of Peoce) as well as
an editor of Le Monde Libertaire, paper of
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ihe Fédérntion Anarchiste, had produced an
antimilitarist poster using the format of
official army propaganda. As a result be
wats fdicted for subversion, Camius wiss a
charaster witness st his irial, recalling how
I had first met him ot the Spanish public
meciing.

Camues told the count, “Since then | have
s him aflen and have been in a position
to ackmire his wall (o fight agninst the
disaster which threatens the human ruce, It
seems impossible to me that one can
condemn a man whose action idemifies so
thoroughly with the interests of all men,
Too few men are fighting against a donger
whikh each day grows more ominous for
humanity™. [t was reported that after his
simtermcn], Camus took his seat ina
COLUFIROOIm E“-nrll.]':nl:l'.-:'l.l |II.HII'I|._:|.' ol maliant
wirkers, who suirroamnded o wath
affection. Unfortumately Luisant received o
hezanvy Fime.

Camus also stood with the anarchists when
|IE':' c:'..pn.:xwd. 5-.|.1|,‘||,‘r|.||."| for the workers®
revoll against the Soviets in East Germany
im 1953, He agaim stood with the anarchisis
im 1956, first with the workers” uprising in
Poenan, Poland, and then later in the year
with the ]iml.l,.uriun Revolution, Later in
19535 Camus gave his support 1o Pierme
Mornin, a member of the Fédération
Communiste Libertaire {(ihe Fédémmtion
Anarchiste had chonged iis name in 1954
fiall b Er:|_.: g E o a] ] gali .-:In,l.l;;l::|-¢x within the
organisation), Morain was the very first
Frenchman 1o be imprisoned for an anii-
colonialist stand on Alzeria, Camus
expressed his support in the pages of the
national daily £ Express of Bth November
19535,

Camues often wsed his fame or notonety to
indervene i the press o stop the
persccution of anarchist militants of (o alen
public opinion, Inthe final yvear of his life
Camus settled in the Provence village of
Lormigrin. Hene he made the acguainiance
of Franck Creac’he A Breton, bom in Paris,
seli-tanght, and a convinced anarchist, he
had come 1o the village during the war 1o
“demobilise” himself, Camus employed
him as his gardener and had the benefit of
heing able to have conversations with
apmenne on the same wavelength.

Cine of the lnst campaigns Camus was
imvislved in was that of the anarchist Loai
Lecom wha fought for the status of
conscientious objectors in 938, Camus
Wil fever bo so¢ the outcome 1o this
ti].ll'll'll:.li:j:l;ll. a4 le died ap @ car erash on
19600, a1 the age of forty-six,
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A Touch Of Class magazine, Class War, October 2006.

Last October Class War lumched its new
magasing, A Touch of Class, It was good 1o
SO0 81 W MARRFING Coming out, cspecially
a5 Black Flag didn’t make it for the
bookfair, The first article is o uselul
contribution about ethics which 13 a central
part of the author Ben Franks” book Rebel
Alliances {see full review in this issugh. lis
min point 15 o show that prefigurtion -
means foreshadowing ends - is a central
pspect of contemporary ¢loss struggle
anarchism, although this should perhaps be
o problem for Class War whe have
traditionally been Fond of using the phmse
by any menns necessary” - an ends bosed
perspestive which Franks relates to
Leninism!

Apant from this, the sniping o8 "sther’
anarchists in the rest of the magazing 1s
really tiresome. Fer example, the public
order policing article will be useful for
many setivists, but why do the editors fiel
the need 1o criticise other anarchists for
only having had a "cursory glanes” ot this,
Have they forgotten obowt the work people
were doing only recently to defend G3
arrestecs, which stems from accumulatexd
knowledge of legal monitonng and advice
about police tactics on demonstrations and
sctionsT Over the years we have all had o
leam obout Section 60s and yes we need 10
spread the message wider, but there seems
10 be no justification for o holier-than-
though aftitude,

Ini the next article, the magazine complams

about the currenl anti-war movement which
is obvicwsly not stopping the war. Fair
comment, but the SWP stronglehold on the
Stop The War coalition was perhaps only
able to suceeed due (o a lack of o decent
anarchist *ne war but the class war” position
about NATO bombings over Kosovo - that
i%, before Sept-11 and the war on temror
{und before Bush), The truth of the matter
1%, Closs War seemed to have nething 1o soy
about this af the time (see Onganise! 52,
Then, local anti-war groups were less
dominated by one party and some even
managed to oust the Alliance for Workers®
Liberty for their support of the Kosovan
Liberation Army whe were ¢alling on
MATO metions”. Members of the Socialist
Workers Party were there but they couldn’t
always dominate, The point is it 15 2 bit ripe
for CW 1o have o go of others for attending
whaot might ook like ineffectual
demonstrations when they don't seem 1o
have any alternative ideas, Acting together,
the AF and Solidarity Federation probably
managed 1o reach 3-109% of the September
20 Momchester anti-war march with
anorchist N WHBTOW viewpoimts on the
war. Young "Asians’ were queuing up For
anorchist leaflets and bulletins and we can
enly hope that more people will become
influenced by some of this rother than the
viewpoints of radical imams, What does
CW think we should be domg to build an
anti-war movement?

Then there 15 o regsonable prece on CCTY

Rebel Alliances: The Means and Ends of
Contemporary British Anarchisms by Ben Franks, AK

Press, October 2006.

This is o really worthwhile rend, especially
foor theose whe are mterested in the ideas
influgncing present day pnarghist
crganisation in Brifain and the recent
history of the class struggle movement, and
the past, presend, and hopefully future
members of these orgonisations, Through
the idea of o *consistent archetype’, the
carly part of the book mokes a successful
attemp to unify ¢loss druggle anarchism in
Britnin without losing the diversity of
thought, strtegy and tactics,

The ethics part of the book is likewise
plawsble and unifying, 17 these things help

bring comrades in different organisations
closer together that will have been a job
well done, and also it will hopefully be a
wselul antidete fo the "post-lefl’ view that
lumips class struggle anarchists in the with
rest of the Leit,

A nice number of guotes from Anarchisi
Communisi Federation (ACF) material are
ingluded! The ACF's major {we think!)
contribution to bringing an ecological
viewpoint into class struggle anarchizsm in
Britwin was one big omission. Likewise
with the Poll Tax since the ACF was the
enly nafional organisation that was heavily
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comeras, especially on the faciol
recognition threat, but the self-imporance
comes aeross again in dispelling 11 card
propagands as verbipge' compared 1o the
more imporiant issue of CCTY, in Class
War's opinion. But there is nothing in this
article thot gives an idea about what 1o do
about it, At lexst anti-113 compaigners are
coming up with tetics as well as
information and analysis, Local groups are
meeting and working hard to produce
information in order o help empower local
people and are orgonising actions, In any
cose, anti- 10 pctivists contineally mention
COTV and ASBOs a5 port of the problem
and are aware of the pelential use of 1D
databases for low enforcement through
focial recognition, A much more interesting
eritigism, iF you wanted fo make one, would
b of parts of the environmental movemsnt
who are very m fovour of natienal
expansion of congestion charging i citics
imentioned in the anicle) and also road
priging which could involve the creation of
a digital comern network scress the UK.
Finally, Class War shouldn't get too excited
about the BNFs apparent suceess fora
small organisation, xs they state in their
editorial, They have a nght-wing tablod
press backing up their rcism that reaches
millions of people a doy, IFCW thinks a
repositioned’ anarchist mageme is gomg 1o
make a huge dent i that on it own, then
we think this 15 mistaken. Solidanty please,
comrudes!

A Towch of Class o B an
uuw.lnnduclutwnr.mg'.-’l. Touch of Clozs pdi

invelved with the twinning initiatives that
helped exchange knowledge, and warning
ol Militant's tactics, from Sceotland to
England and Wales. The AF is also less
adhered to Georges Fonlenis's Manifesio of
Libertarian Communism than you might
glean from FEebel Alliances, to the exient
that we call it "Mawed', especially on the
subject of vanguards.

Finally, in terms of *kocation in the workplace”,
wie can just aboul understand Franks puiiing
"mone’ i his fable if you are meaning an explicit
papanisabional presence - but it's worth noling
this s in Fact rapidly changing, since many AF
menibers have joined the Indusinal Workers of
ihe Workl and a cross-organisation libertarian'
ananchisl education workers networks 15 in the
making, That'll be a b of work for the second
odition then!
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Three reviews of pamphlets published by Past Tense. All Past Tense pamphlets can be ordered via
Past tense ¢/0 56a Info Shop, 56 Crampton Street, London SE17 OAE, or via www.past-tense.org.uk

Set the people free: the opposition to ID cards in North
London, 1950 (and 2006). David King. Past Tense. 14 pages.

Identity cards were introduced into Britain
during the First World War. The government
was purely interested in how many men
were still available for recruitment. Under
the National Registration Bill, introduced in
July 1915, personal information on the adult
population was compiled in local registers.
One the War Cabinet discovered how many
men were still available for national service,
politicians’ interest in National Registration
waned. By July 1919 the register was
abandoned. During the Second World

War ID cards and a national register were
brought in under the National Registration
Act of 1939. Failure to produce a card when
asked by a policeman would result in fines
or 3 months in prison. The police demanded
to see ID cards as a routine event. As C.H.
Rolph, an ex-policeman, noted:

“The police who had by now got used to the
exhilarating new belief that they could get
anyone’s name and address for the asking.

“A shabby London
suburb”: a walk around
the working class

and radical history of
Hammersmith. Past Tense.

A guided

walk around
Hammersmith and
its radical history.
William Morris,
the anarchist tailor
James Tochatti,

the New Model
Army agitators,
the Levellers, Lucy
Parsons - they’re all in this little pamphlet.

If you picked up a fountain pen in the street
and handed it to a constable, he would ask
to see your identity card ... you seldom
carried it, and this meant that he had to give
you a little penciled slip requiring you to
produce it at a police station within two
days.”

In a debate in the Commons in 1947 it was
pointed out that 20,000 deserters were at
large. Despite not having ID cards they
were able to obtain food and clothing
(rationing was still in place) and so ID cards
were of little value. Clarence Willcock,

a Liberal, was stopped by police whilst
driving and asked to produce his ID card.
He refused and then refused to produce it at
a police station within 2 days. He was fined
thirty shillings. He then appealed and the
case was taken to High Court. It was ruled
that whilst the appeal was dismissed, no
costs would be given against the appellant.

Reds on the Green: A
short tour of Clerkenwell
radicalism. Written by
Fagin. Past Tense. £2.00.
72 pages.

And on to
Clerkenwell with

a more substantial
pamphlet. A
fascinating tour,
featuring Wat Tyler
and the Peasants’
Revolt, the notorious
rookeries (slums),
the London Mob,
the master thief Jack
Sheppard, the Gordon riots, the Chartists,
the Fenians, Lenin, the anarchists Dan
Chatterton and Guy Aldred. An enthralling
and well illustrated history of the district.

Willcock then started a campaign against
ID cards. They were withdrawn in 1952.
Willcock’s campaign had only a marginal
effect on withdrawal, but they did affect the
statistics for police arrests and prosecution
over ID cards as figures fell, with police
becoming more reluctant to prosecute if
there were appeals.

This pamphlet examines this history and
how ID cards could be resisted in the future.
The Government has learnt from the past
and realised that the only way that people
will keep cards is if they are linked to
something they need. WW?2 cards were tied
to rationing and now the Government is
linking it to passports, and are considering
linking it to the DVLA vehicle licensing
database and using automatic number plate
recognition. Plus the police have already
tested mobile fingerprinting technology.

The Communist Club.
Keith Scholey. Past Tense.
20 pages

The Communist

Club was founded by
German émigrés in
London in 1840. It
played an important
role in the radical
politics of London
and Europe during the
mid to late nineteenth
and early twentieth

Tie Communini (19
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centuries. It linked
Chartism, utopian socialism, the First
International, early anarchism, and the first
Marxist groups in Britain. Its fascinating
story is told in this little pamphlet. The
anarchists Frank Kitz, John Neve, Johann
Most and Errico Malatesta feature in its
history.



letter

letter to the editors

Word is getting ot that the people of the
United Kingdom have a cause to celebrale -
20} years since the abolition of slaveny!

But how can the abolition of slavery be
celebrated when slavery hasn't bocn
abolished? Let me make a point inowhich
fo remind ourselves of the system that we
an: forced to survive in - the capitalist
system 15 4 system based on exploitation, a
system where o mapority of people are
condemmned to servibude for o minonty of
people who are lovished as the recipients of
global profiteenng. Capatalism not enly
protects this minority, 1t encourages them 1o
pursue more profit without a justice system
i discoursge or stop them. For a system
like that o thrive - slavery is a vital

O PR

Many people will shake their heads on this
and think: what are you falking about, we
have woges? Wages for what? People on
thiz Mlinimum Wage are on a rate of pay
issued by employers and hacked by o State
that is driven by this system. Marx swarmed
wiorkers about this i the Communist
Mdamifesto over 150 years aepo! The
employving class buy from their employess a
lwbsour value which is publicly declared as
roeck botbom. As a consequence, workers
suryvive on the harest of subsistence.
Workers who save frugally may be carmied
through to the next week, belore it's back 1o
wiork to save up and buy some more basic
foed. Such workers take part in the
economy, therelore we all have a right 1o
berefit from other areds of the ecompmmy so
that our lives can be improved. Has
anybody heard of an aword wageT A wage
where people can not only afford 1o buy the
barest of essentinls, but they can also bay
nice things o cal from the local
delicatessen, they can go 1o the theatne, they
can buy brand new products instead of
constantly buving secondhand ones, to save
money for fiture things. like travel, a
deposit for o house, ete. These are
impossible goals for those working full-
fimee wider thie minimum wage.

Even buying top quality daily essentials are
nod an option. Locally produced foods are
ot of the question for people on the
minimum wage because they are often more
expensive than food bought from ASDA,
yvet these workers are contributing to the
econommy just as much whilst being treated
as second class citizens. This is cunrageous
and it's time for working people to take
action - with unified action, workers can

create change - withon action, the system
remixins in place. Soowhy has slavery not
heen sbolished and relegated 1o history™
When the word “slavery” is mentioned,
people hike to give it some distance from
the times in which they live in today, Itis
far easter to conjure up images of African
people shackled inside the wooden hold of
a ship. suffening sickness and witer misery
while being sent of to the plantutions of the
Mew World. This is not jo put that
imporiant aspect askde, nor is it infended (o
forget the disgusting and despicable nature
of slavery within that contexi. YWe nead to
remind curselves that slovery is much mone
insidwous and far reaching than many
people wani to admit - and racism plays a
part in this.

History s chiock full of situations where
one group of people manipulate and exploit
another group of people for ¢comnemic
reascas. Inthe past, and nght up o the
present - white people have ensbinved black
people, black people have ensltaved black
people, white people have enslaved white
people and, believe it or not, black people
have enslaved white people. This occurs in
st parts of the world where capitalism is
given free reign. The superficial neasons for
slavery ane often depicted through o
person's colour, ethneeity, religion - but
thiese aren't the only reasons for i, the
umederlying reasons mre rosded wathin the
rigidd hieranchy of capitalism. Toduy this
country's radio and television statkons, muled
by big business and whose interests they
serve, constantly generate topics of racism
and rocial discrimination. Quite ofien, the
racial abuse inflicted is on minor groups of
people, vulneruble poople, peeple whi can
e moee easily exploied than other lorger
groups. People who may have a eolour that
is different to them, people who may have a
religion that is different 1o them, people
whio speak English os a second language.
Ethmic minonties are often the target of this
abuse. Through bombardmg minonties with
this hatred, the discriminating group seek to
undermine the basic human rights of these
other fellow citizens whom they are
abusing, to try and disempower them while
atbermpting to garmer support from others.
Oime issue at the moment is workers who are
coming in from other European Union
countries to seck work. Often overseas
workers are motivated te come to the UK
with the idea of providing some finamcinl
assistance fior their loved ones bock home -
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loved ones whae are struggling to survive in
their mative country {this is also often due 1o
cxploitation from their system back home).
Somie wiorkers who are bom in this country
soe this as a threat to their labour, and find
quick rexsons to abuse "foreigners’. What
they do not understand is that this is a
deliberate strutegy used by the employving
clnss (who are alse bom in the same
country a5 them ) o cul wages across the
country and 1o provide a cheap, highly
modilised workforee in great numbers who
cam be pmid as low a wage as possible
whilst also mimimising the responsibilities
ihat employvers ane meant to proyide for
their workforee (sick pay, holiday leave,
pensions, etc. ). Responsibilitics with which
he govermnmiend, too, wanis to relimguish
whilst still demanding a vast diversity of
taxes al premiium rabes. [t s under capatalist
conditions like this, where employers can
thrive the most. Gangmasters hire cheap
labour from countries beyond the EL, o
work farms and sweatshops in this country,
In many instances, these people are browirht
in illegally because it benelis the
employing class 1o do so. It is far easier to
thresten a labsswr force with imnstant
dismissal and even worse - to contact
immigration, if they begin fo onganise and
make demaonds to improve their working
conditions. The Gaet that these people do o
have some minimal protection, which may
b provided for those who have citizenship,
ensures total ebedience of the work foree
and makes them extremely vulnerable.
Through maximising exploitation,
gangmusters and other members of the
employing class, find themselves im ideal
circumstances. This is modem day slavery
and it is far from fnished with moany
exmnples that can be outlimed - {rom
women in Exstem Europe Kidnapped,
brought into this country and forced into
prostifution to cockleshell pickers from
China, workers in retail, workers who work
in sweatshiops and denied basic human
rights, the list goes on! When you end
capitalism you end a system of exploitation,
And when this dees end. under what
circumstances will slavery end once and for
all?  When working people are sware that
ihe capitalist system is mot there to serve us
buwt. rather, we are there to serve it When
working people realise that the isolotionism,
spin, defeatism, confusion, disorientsion
and general sense of hopelessness of our
situmion, is deliberately broadcast



revolutionary portrait and letter

georg elser

The man who tried to kill Hitler, a lost hero

of the working class

Geong Elser was bom of Hermaringen in
Wurtembeng provines in 1903, His father
was a wood merchant and owned several
hectares of forest and lived at
Keenigsbroenn, Geong left school in 1917
and g4 o job os on apprentice tumer ino
local foundry, After the war, his father, on
aleoholic, got deeper inte debt and had to
s¢ll his business and his land.

Creorg left the foundry affer twe vears for
health reasens and took up an
appremticeship as o joiner. He got his
mixster s certificnte o5 o cabinet moker in
1922, getting the best morks in his closs.

constanily by a moss media, roten 1o the core
with rulimg class chauvinism; When working
peapbe reabise that the ruling class invest
billions in such a muss media for their oan
purpioses and mients = 1o keep workers
confused, Fearful and divided - as disamity aml
far are close allies of the employing class;
When working people realise tiat the
emphving class do these things becase
THEIR OWN preatest fear is w0 see the
wowking class awake sl 10 be made aware of
orr pligght and who are no loiger apathetic e
active amd prepared fr class stiruggle,
Wiorkers who will comimit ourselves, Workers
who will prepare iogether o ongamise, 1o unile
pirrselves For the common goal of liberation,
When we uproot and abolish the structures of
hieranchy in this capitalist, monarchist Unised
keirnzbonn, we will begen 1o oreate
cirgumstmees for oursebves that wall coable
us W ereale e socicty that will benelin aml
enrich our own lives, we will st an example
anel baingz hope and inspration o many
enskived working poople across the world.
The comries m South Amenica hive pof a
heabstart on us, 1 s now tme for this country,
a country symbdic of the ‘devebopesd’ workd,
1o show workers i other developed commnes
what can be dore o improve our ot and set
an cxample by abolshime slavery, by
eradicating the sub-citirenshap status which
wowking poophe have had forced upon then.
This is when we will have couse o celebnse,
Brad Evans

[Deseribed as sociable but not very
outgeing, Georg loved working with wood
and metal, He set up o workshep in the
basement of the Fomily house where he
repaired locks, fumiture and wotches and
chocks.

He left Koenigsbroenn in 1923, working in
the Domier plane factories, and then at
Konstane in o watch foctory, He worked
there on and of duning 7 vears, and then
when the enterprise went bankrupt, was oud
of work for severnl months, before gelting
work with new emplovers, This was o
period of great tnbulagion for the whole

Organise! replies:

Thanks very musch for this leter, In additon
10 thee pvimits you make, the 1807 Slave
Trade Act dicdn’t even stop the trans-
Atlannie wrade, never mind thit slavery in
the Bravish West Indies was stll legal unil
1838, since even the 1333 Slavery
Abaliton Act only gave parial freedom 1o
begin with, and the 1507 Act did mot
prohibin wade within the Canbbean
colonies, only from Africa. Legal slavery
cortimed well into the 1350°s in Spanish
Cuba amd Portuguese Broeil, and in Africa
cortimed info the 20h century wsder
Britsh empire rule in Nigeria and Gamibia
and until the Iate 19205 in Sierra Leone, for
example, In 1921, in reply o the governor
of Swermn Leong, Winston Chuarchill anguesd
that abelition of skavery there womld ol be
berelicial 1o the country's econony | Then
there s evidence of continued smuggling of
slaves across the Caribbean and South
American coast amd impon ino e Brinsh
Colonies using shave ships under foreign
Mags thai bad been fitted ot in Loodon
and Liverpool, Naval plaiographs i the
Tatpomal Archive shiow slave ships {with
slaves on board ) being intercepted in Africa
decades afler the supposed end of the
transtlanise tragke. Sa miuch for the prousd
ihen of British abolition being 2060 vears
old, then,

Plus, i the 18305, British slave owners
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working class, with many out of work or in
short term work,
In his leiswre time Georg played o sither
with o folk donee assecintion. He was very
popular with women, and had a child with
ong of his many girl friends, though he haod
o elose male friends.
He hod managed 1o get through the
ceonomic depression without any real
difficulties, ¢ither working around Lake
Constonee or ot Koenigsbroenn, He did not
seem 1o hove any particulor nterest in
pelitics. He had joined the woodworkers
Continued on next page

iwho incheded some abolinonisis! ) many
who never even lived in the Caribbean,
were compensamod for each slve they Ireed
s Ui ol vane of 20 million poumds, This
money they then used w bukd the comon
mills, plis gasworks for night working,
canals amwd railways 1o mave the cotlon
away Trom the pons, and banks they men to
inveest in these ventures, These made life a
misery for thowsamds of Britsh working
class women, children and men after the
official end of the Trade, sull using slave-
grown cotton from America! Back-breaking
and fotal indentured labour contineed in the
Brinsh Conbbean plamations wsber the
same masters for vears afler. Africon slaves
fougght hard 1o win ther freedom, and
although to be legally free is a very big
ibeal, we do have 1o ask as you have done -
i whit extent dul the exploittion ever
end?

You reler o recent inspiration from South
America. A word of waming here - ihe key
i 1o el rd of both copitalism aml stale
wontred, Indligenines people in Veneruela are
eaperiencing the controlling nature of state
leaders ke Chaves who is conlinuing o
give their lunds over o companies like
Angho=American { Tammac in UK), Leaders
of authoritarian lefl partics like Chavez
certainly dooned hike the wdea of peoples’
automomy, This sitwation is beimg
Tughlighted by our Venerweluon anarchist
frignads in the CRA,



revolutionary portrait

umion in 1920 as o teenmgzer. Like many
workers, he voled Commumist up to 1933,
Between 1928 1o 1930 he was o member of
the Rocter Frontkoempplerbund, a front
organisation of the Communist Pany

{ LYY, but this aenly mvolved pavimg his
dues, buyimg the badge of the group (b
nad the umiform) and attenching 3 or 4
mectings in 2 years, e sad later = during
the course of pobice intermogation - that : < |
was never interested i the programme of
the KPLY. In the meetings there was no
question other than wige nses, the
improvement of social housing by the
government and that son of thing. That it
was them who formuloted these demanids
were sufficient 1o bring me fo the
commumnist side™,

He was for more aetive within the folk
muske group. From 1933, he ended all
peliticnl contact bui became a member of a
eiher club and ook double bass lessons, Al
the endd of 1936 he pot work as an
ungualified worker in an arms foctory ot
Herdenheim. He quickly moved up the
seqle, geting o responsible post in the
dispotch office in 1938, In this period, when
his hife had never been more siable, quiet,
bland and anonymous, that he decwded 1o
kil Hitler.

Cieorg later explaimed his reasons under
police interrogation, The first was that
Hitber was preparing to lake Germany inio
another war, This epinion was shared by
many 1 Europe, and nod least amonzst o
lnrge number of Germans, (Other reasons for
his acts were that wages had been driven
100 low by Hitler (in foct wages in 1938
under Hitler were less than i 1929,
contrary 1o popular misconceptions), Geong
said that the workimg class had become
exasperaled and that semething had to be
done, He admitted often talkmg with
colleagues, and unknowns met on trains or
in restaurans, though he never revealed any
names, even under worure,

Cieorg was nol mad, nor a fanabie, Once he
had made up his mind, he proceeded in the
methodical manner ke the conscientious
worker he was,

Inh avtumin 1938 he started stealmg small
amounts of explosives from the factory,
bringing out 25 packets in a year, Geong
Enew thal Hitler visied the
Buergerbraukeller pub in Munich every
yenr on b and 9th Movember 1o celebre
the anniversary of the Nawx putsch of 1923,
He went 10 Munich on 8th Movember,
nspected the pub and saw Hitler armive and
then retumed home.

Im Mwrch 1930, :n.hurll:- aller Crermam Eroips

imvaded Crechoslovaking Geong resigned
fromm his job pnd went io Mumch, He
attempled wneucoessfully to get work ot the
pub, Returmimg to live wath hos parents, he
2ot o pob in a quarry, which allowed him o
build wp his explosives supplics. He
retumed 1o Munich in Awguest,

Creorg was on pnomymoeus workern, ong
among moany in a erowd, He attrcted no
atientom,

From 5th August until 6th Movember he e
every evening at the Buergerbrau, Al
closing time he hid i o cupboard, waiting
for the staff 1o keave. He was able 1o work
for four hours, then returmed o his heding
ploce and left with the armival of the first
customers. In three months, he hod
heellowed out o pillor big enough o house n
iime bomb, He planned for this 1o explode
on Bth November ot 9.20 pm,

Creong should hove read the papers, where
he would hove discovered thal Hitler hoad
concelled his visit. He wos opprehended by
custems officialz when he atlempied o
cross he border 1o Switperlond, and
detained on suspicion of being a spy or
deserter, Ingriminating evidence, imecluwding
a pesteard of the pub, were found on him,
Meanwhile the bomb had exploded killing
& members of the Mae old guard and o
wintress. When thas wais annoanced on the
rucho, the customs olliculs remembered the
piesticard,

Transfemad 1o Munich, Georg dented all
imvalvement m the allack. The Geslapo was
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colled in . After 14 howrs of beatings and
torture, Ceorg admiiied his responsibility.
The Gestapo refused to beheve that o
simple Cigrman worker had acted on his
oW,

Crpong gove away no one. Despiie has
suftering, he refused o remember o smele
naumee of Bocter Frontkoempferbumd
members, except ong who hod died i 1930
The Cierman papers galled Georg n Bntish
agend. Hitler hoped to finish the war on the
Wesiern front with o trinl of Britsh leaders
at Londomn, for whech he would wse Georg
as @ wilnegss, and he was placed m
Sochsenhawsen concentration camp,

When it became obvious that the London
trial would not happen, the Noe leaders lost
imterest in him. Transferred o Dachaw in
144, e wos murdered on the orders of
Himmber on %ih Apnl 1945 ot the some tme
as oher resisters, ust a few doys before the
hberution of the camp,

From 1932 he had rehesed 1o sulute the
swastika and promptly left any pubhc plice
where o Hitler brondcast was bemg ployed
on the rdio, Onee he hod taken his decision
1o agt, he procgeded methodically,

Some remarkable individuals have made
their lives o momment 1o sevelt and
courage. Lowise Michel, Mestor Makhno
and Simon Rodowiteky spring to mimd,
Greorg never thoeught himsel§ anvone out of
the ordinary, let alone a hero, But he had
acted s he saw fit, How many in similar
siluations would st as he did?




Back issues

Back issues of Organise! are still available
from the London address. They cost 20p
each + SAE. Alternatively, send us a fiver
and we’ll send you one of everything plus
whatever else we can find lying around.
Issue 27: LA riots; Yugoslavia; Malcomn
X.

Issue 50: GM foods; Who owns the land;
War in Kosovo; Ireland - the ‘peace’
process.

Issue 51: War in Kosovo; Roots of our
movement; Land and freedom; East Timor.
Issue 52: Mass direct action; East Timor;
Youth resistance to the nazis; Workplace
notes.

Issue 54: Civil war in Colombia; Humans
and animals; Giving up activism; Dissent.
Issue 55: Land and ecology; Kropotkin and
tribal society; Mental health.

Issue 56: Anti capitalism; Riots in Oldham;
Anarchist culture.

Organise!
...on the net

Articles from Organise! can be found on
the internet at www.afed.org.uk

You can also email us at
organise@afed.org.uk

Issue 57: The war against terror; Class war
in Argentina; ADD; Primitivism.

Issue 58: Argentina: growing resistance;
Paganism; Immigrant labour; Angola 3; US
anarchist poets; Yellow House

Issue 59: Anarchism and Sex; Class
Struggle in China; Arditi del Popolo;
Scottish nationalism; Prison Industry;
Zazous in Vichy France; Ito Noe.

Issue 60: Iraq War; Argentina; White Boys
in Ireland; Fatherhood; Yelenski’s fable;
Senna Hoy.

Issue 61: Anti-war action; Argentina
autonomous movement; New Economy;
Adirline strike; Punk Rock; Paris Commune;
Prison Human Rights.

Issue 62: Participatory economics;
Anarchist movement in Argentina; Camille
Pissarro; International or Anarchist
Federations.

Issue 63: Anarchist movement in
Argentina- part two; Nanotechnology;
Resistance in Iraq; School strikes.

Issue 64: G8 special; Casualisation; ID
cards; Women'’s struggles in Iraq

Issue 65: International special. Reports
from Australia, Belarus, China and Croatia.
Issue 66: The fight against ID cards;
Rossport; Mountain top removal;
Empowering prisoners; Spanish revolution
1936.

Issue 67: The anniversary issue: 20 years
of the AF, Hungarian revolution and

the British general strike; decroissance;
Belarusian anarchism.

Stormy Petrel pamphlets

Towards a Fresh Revolution by The
Friends of Durruti, writings from the
miuich misunderstood group who attempled
1o defend and extend the Spanish Revolu-
top ol 1936, Tﬁ'[!l [I-]l.u: postage.
Mualatesin’s Anarchism and Vielence, an
imporiint documient in the history of
anarchist theory refutes the common
milsrepresentation of pnarchism as mindless

1[1':3.1.11.1L‘1i|:||‘| w|'li.|r mt;ll!irij:: I|1|..- |1|.-\¢d rur
rovorluil W Lo ShEaleé 4 ﬁ'q..-i..- el l.."i.ll.l.ll :a'.l.u;iq:l:,'.
S0p plus postage.

A Briefl Flowering af Freedom: The

| [urIH.ari.'.l.rI Fevaolutson 1956, An r.'m,:i.l'inE'.
account of one of the first post-war upris-
iﬂE‘.ﬁ ﬂt‘:,ﬂ.il'l.'ll the Stalinist monolith, Also
includes a history of the Hungarian anar-
chist movement. 60p plus postage,

Anarchist Federation pamphlets in
languages other than English

As We See It Available in Welsh, Serbo-
Croat, Greek. Germian and now; thanks o
our Spanish comrades, in Spanish and
Portuguese, They are each available for T0p
including postage and packaging from our
London sddress.

The Role of the Revolutionary
Organisation; Available in Serbo-Croas for
Tihp meluding pp.

If anybody you know who speaks Serbo-

Croat in Britain or you have contasts in the
countries of former Yugosiavia where
Serbo-Croat is understoed then why not
send them copies?

Crermam, Greck, MPortuguess, French, lalmn,
Esperamte and Spanish transtations of our
Aims and Principles are alse available for
2ikp plus postage.

Wirite 1o the London address for onders and
bulk orders.

Other Anarchist
Federation
publications

%11 p.||||'|l'|'|-._'l'- mnelude the cost al e e,
NEW EDITHN: Defending Amonymity
- Free - 11 cands pre coming 1o Britnin
{and clsewhere) very soon. This pamphlel
abma o see through Laboir's
amokescroens of idendity thefl” and the
wear an temrod’. Printed copics Donation +
1_1._4"|

NEW: Working Class Resistance (o the
Monzis - £1.50 - a mujor new pamphled
datialing the resisim o and old b
the mule of the Maris in Earope

Beating The Poll Tax (ealine only) - a
relevani blast from the past’, our out-of-
aged and
analysed the mse of mass revoli agamst the

perint pumphlet that encoa

L TRty Charge m 19RY Available
from wwwenfed.org.uk
Anarchism As We See 1 - £1 - Describes

the baisee sdesis ol marchrst commuansm m

easy to read form

The Anarchist Movement In Japan -
£1.50 - A fascinating account of Japanese
anmrchism in the 2000 Century, Japan b

in anarchst movemient of tens of

Thiz pamphlet tells their story.
Aspecis of Anarchism - £1 = Thoughts
and commientary on some of the most
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thousands

condront, Lo

af O

artecles from the [l e
o fundamentals of
anurchisg

dpminsi Parliament, for Anarchism - £1
= [nsights imte the political partics of
Hritam and wly anarchists oppose all
ramics,

COETN TN LA TR

Hasic Bukunin = £1 = This revised edition
outlines

ceniury founders of
anprchism.

The Rale of the Revolutionary
Orpanisation - £1 = Thiz 2003 repring
expluins the concept of

-'-|!.-:|:||'-.=Ii-.l1| andl ifs stpuciare.

class strupele

.-!||r||-|'|:|":.
hibertanan revolubionanes shoald read this
tundmmental texi.
Bevond Hesistance - A revolutionary
manifesio - £2 - A detniled anolysis of
modern capitalism and the sipe and our
||.||.-.I-.'r~1.|.|'||.1||'|!.'_ il havw |I|-.:|. will be
overnlnown

Work = Why il mst be destroyved
belfore it destroys us - E1 = The tithe says
it all really,

Ecology and Class: Where There's
Brass, There's Muck - £2 - Onr newly-

revised and extendbed pamphler on




Aims and principles

of the Anarchist Federation

1. The Anarchist Federation is an organisation of revolutionary
class struggle anarchists. We aim for the abolition of all
hierarchy, and work for the creation of a world-wide classless
society: anarchist communism.

2. Capitalism is based on the exploitation of the working class

by the ruling class. But inequality and exploitation are also
expressed in terms of race, gender, sexuality, health, ability and
age, and in these ways one section of the working class oppresses
another. This divides us, causing a lack of class unity in struggle
that benefits the ruling class. Oppressed groups are strengthened
by autonomous action which challenges social and economic
power relationships. To achieve our goal we must relinquish
power over each other on a personal as well as a political level.

3. We believe that fighting racism and sexism is as important as
other aspects of the class struggle. Anarchist-Communism cannot
be achieved while sexism and racism still exist. In order to be
effective in their struggle against their oppression both within
society and within the working class, women, lesbians and gays,
and black people may at times need to organise independently.
However, this should be as working class people as cross-class
movements hide real class differences and achieve little for them.
Full emancipation cannot be achieved without the abolition of
capitalism.

4. We are opposed to the ideology of national liberation
movements which claims that there is some common interest
between native bosses and the working class in face of foreign
domination. We do support working class struggles against
racism, genocide, ethnocide and political and economic
colonialism. We oppose the creation of any new ruling class. We
reject all forms of nationalism, as this only serves to redefine
divisions in the international working class. The working class
has no country and national boundaries must be eliminated.
We seek to build an anarchist international to work with other
libertarian revolutionaries throughout the world.

5. As well as exploiting and oppressing the majority of people,
Capitalism threatens the world through war and the destruction of
the environment.

6. It is not possible to abolish Capitalism without a revolution,
which will arise out of class conflict. The ruling class must

be completely overthrown to achieve anarchist communism.
Because the ruling class will not relinquish power without the use
of armed force, this revolution will be a time of violence as well
as liberation.

7. Unions by their very nature cannot become vehicles for the
revolutionary transformation of society. They have to be accepted
by capitalism in order to function and so cannot play a part in

its overthrow. Trades unions divide the working class (between
employed and unemployed, trade and craft, skilled and unskilled,
etc). Even syndicalist unions are constrained by the fundamental
nature of unionism. The union has to be able to control its
membership in order to make deals with management. Their aim,
through negotiation, is to achieve a fairer form of exploitation

of the workforce. The interests of leaders and representatives
will always be different from ours. The boss class is our enemy,
and while we must fight for better conditions from it, we have to
realise that reforms we may achieve today may be taken away
tomorrow. Our ultimate aim must be the complete abolition

of wage slavery. Working within the unions can never achieve
this. However, we do not argue for people to leave unions

until they are made irrelevant by the revolutionary event. The
union is a common point of departure for many workers. Rank
and file initiatives may strengthen us in the battle for anarchist
communism. What’s important is that we organise ourselves
collectively, arguing for workers to control struggles themselves.

8. Genuine liberation can only come about through the
revolutionary self activity of the working class on a mass scale.
An anarchist communist society means not only co-operation
between equals, but active involvement in the shaping and
creating of that society during and after the revolution. In times
of upheaval and struggle, people will need to create their own
revolutionary organisations controlled by everyone in them.
These autonomous organisations will be outside the control of
political parties, and within them we will learn many important
lessons of self-activity.

9. As anarchists we organise in all areas of life to try to advance
the revolutionary process. We believe a strong anarchist
organisation is necessary to help us to this end. Unlike other so-
called socialists or communists we do not want power or control
for our organisation. We recognise that the revolution can only be
carried out directly by the working class. However, the revolution
must be preceded by organisations able to convince people of the
anarchist communist alternative and method. We participate in
struggle as anarchist communists, and organise on a federative
basis. We reject sectarianism and work for a united revolutionary
anarchist movement.

10. We oppose organised religion and beliefs.

Join the AF! Find out more!

If you agree with the aims and principles of the Anarchist Federation (see above) then why not apply to join the organisation. Maybe
you want to find out more about what the AF thinks on a particular subject or the ideas we believe in. Perhaps you would just like to

be put on our mailing list.

Whatever you want to find out from us, please get in touch.
Write to our national contact at:

Anarchist Federation, BM ANARFED, London, WCIN 3XX

Alternatively you can email us at info@afed.org.uk or visit our website: www.afed.org.uk



